
ISE, IELTS and the CEFR

Trinity College London 
Integrated Skills in English 

(ISE)

Common 
European 

Framework 
of Reference 

(CEFR)

Tests reading, writing, 
speaking and listening

ISE IV

Distinction*
Merit*
Pass* C2

ISE III

Distinction*
Merit*
Pass* C1

ISE II

Distinction*
Merit*
Pass* B2

ISE I

Distinction*
Merit*
Pass* B1

ISE Foundation

Distinction*
Merit*
Pass* A2

Source: trinitycollege.com/CEFR

*Each skill is reported as Pass, Merit or Distinction. Overall exam 
is Pass or Fail.

International English 
Language Testing System

(IELTS)

Common 
European 

Framework 
of Reference 

(CEFR)

Tests reading, writing, 
speaking and listening

C2

C1

B2

B1

A2

Source: ielts.org/ielts-for-organisations/common-european-
framework

Note that the IELTS band scores referred to in the figure are the 
overall band scores, not the individual module band scores for 
Listening, Reading, Writing and Speaking.

Table compilation shows each exam board’s own representation of their own qualifications’ equivalence to  
the CEFR.

Note: Equivalence studies are known to be highly complex and challenging owing to differences in construct 
and purpose (Taylor, 2004). Therefore illustrative comparisons are indicative only.
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